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Complexities of Health Poli
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Figure 4: Mean Total Expenditures for the Diabetic Population by Vingtiles in Manitoba,
Fiscal 2005-2006

(Population Mean = $7,511.12)
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The Value/ldeological Divide

From: Harry P. Cain I, “Privatizing Medicare: A Battle of Values,”
Health Affairs (March/April 1997)

“From the publicizer viewpoint, the basic problems with today’s health care
system are that there are too many people left out, too many uninsured, and
costs are too high, which is largely a function of private profiteering, fraud,
and abuse....

For the privatizer the basic problem is that the market has been distorted by
tax policy, by excessive regulation, and in some markets by risk selection.

Why do the two groups see the same environment so differently? In large
part it is because they begin with very different sets of values.

The publicizers value equity, security, predictability, and control....
The privatizers value efficiency/effectiveness, flexibility, change, and

freedom. These different values are played out in efforts to address all other
questions.” (pp. 182-183)



Complexity of the Legislative




Structure of the House of Representatives
During Four Periods of Reform Debates
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Structure of the Senate
During Four Periods of Reform Debates
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House 1879-2008
Party Unity Votes

Party Unity Scores
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Ideological Positions on House Roll Call Votes, 93rd Congress (1973-74)

About 1/3 could
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Ideological Positions on House Roll Call Votes, 110th Congress (2007-08)

(Source: Poole and Rosenthal, http://voteview.uh.edu/dwnomin.htm)
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Ideological Positions on Senate Roll Call Votes, 107th Congress (2001-02)
(Source: Poole and Rosenthal, http://vote“@?.ﬁ-%?u/dwnomin.htm)
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Challenge of Interest Group




Attempting a “Left-Right Synthesis”

Interest Group Positions on Clinton’s Health Security Act
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Challenges of Public Opinio
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The Public’s Views about the Nature of Health Care Services
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Views about What Affects Individual and Family Health, Ranging from
an Individual Matter (“We’re on our own”) to a Community Matter
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Political Hurdle #3:
The Fear Arc
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Political Game Changers and Critical Junctures

Evidence of a Signal Political Moment:
President won a clear majority of the popular vote
President’s party has close to a 60% House majority or more
President’s party has close to a 60% Senate majority or more
Strong electoral signal:
President’s party gained 20+ seats in the House in last two elections
President’s party gained 5+ seats in the House in last two elections

* Franklyn Roosevelt 1932 Break from past
* Lyndon Johnson 1964 Continuation
* Almost:

Ronald Reagan 1980 Break from past

e Barack Obama 2008 Break from past
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